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Abstract

Aspects and Meanings of the Translation in Munjang

Jung Seonghoon(Seoul National University)

This paper aims to investigate the original texts translated in Murang(1939~1941),
search for characteristics of the their translation, and consider the implications of
these translation practices in light of the censorship, the media environment, and
discourse of the time. The following findings emerged from this study.

First, Munjang consistently published translations of foreign literature, and while
it was difficult to find consistency in the works or the translators, the inconsistent
planning of translations provided an opportunity to publish a variety of texts that
were not absorbed into the concept of ‘world literature that Korean literature should
pursue’ or ‘world literature as liberal arts’,

Second, texts like ‘War Literature, ‘SCRAPS," and the current affairs in Munjang
are presumed to have been translated from Japanese magazines or books in
real-time, despite their differences in contents, Especially, ‘War Literature,” unlike
other translations of foreign literature, translated only a small part of the original
work, thus standing out for its fragmentary description rather than a comprehensive
approach to the original work, which is in line with the view of Japanese war
literature as ‘reportage literature’ in Korean critiques at the time,

Third, Munjang retranslated essays by Western writers and other texts dealing
with political issues, already published by contemporaneous Japanese media in
real-time, In particular, this retranslation of Japanese magazines can be interpreted
as an attempt to bypass censorship by publishing political texts that had been
‘verified from Japanese media,

The translated texts of Munjang, while differing in style and content, were
indispensable for the continuous publication of the magazine. As a result, Munjang

could present fiterature’ from another time and space that differed from the usual
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works, and at the same time, by ‘translating’ rather than creating texts about political
issues, could achieve the effect of distancing itself from political commitment related
to the Sino-Japanese War, the new system, and the World War II. Since these
translation practices were a continuous process in the publication of the magazine,
studying the translation in Munjang not only provides chance to reconsider the
media strategy or political nature of Mumjang, but also provides important
implications for understanding the effects of “translation” in the magazine medium

in colonial Korea,

keywords: Munjang, Translation, Foreign Literature, War Novel, Censorship, Colonial
Media
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